
 

1 
 

 

 

 

  MEMORANDUM 

TO:  School Health Nurses, Illinois State Board of Education Wellness Department,  
Illinois School Health Program, Health Care Providers, Local Health Departments 

 
FROM:   Gina Lathan, PhD, MPH 

Section Chief Immunization Section 
  Wayne Duffus, M.D.; PhD 

Medical Director 
   
SUBJECT:  Hepatitis B Immunization Requirements for school-age children  
 
DATE:   September 23, 2020 
 
This memo is to provide clarification of the minimum immunization requirements for the Hepatitis B 
vaccine for school age children.   
 
The Department received several inquiries regarding the wording regarding Hepatitis B requirements 
provided in the “Minimum Immunization Requirements Entering a Child Care Facility or School in Illinois, 
Fall 2019” chart published in June 2019 and the Child and Student Health Examination and Immunization 
Code, Part 665.    
 
For clarification, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Immunization schedule 
recommends 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine between birth and age 18 months.  The Child and Student 
Health Examination and Immunization Code, Part 665, Section 665.240, paragraph i) 1) states that 
children entering a child care facility or school program below kindergarten level shall show proof of 
completing the three-dose series of Hepatitis B.  Paragraph 665.240 i) 2) states that children entering 
the sixth grade shall show proof of the three-dose series of Hepatitis B or immunity.   
 
This has led to the assumption that there is no immunization requirement for Hepatitis B for children in 
Kindergarten-5th grade.  That assumption is not correct.   
 
The Minimum Immunization Requirements chart that the Immunization Section has posted each year 
has actually stated that there is no requirement for children in Kindergarten-6 grade (see below) based 
on the wording the Child and Student Health Examination and Immunization Code: 
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Immunization requirements are verified during school physicals for those children entering grades 
Kindergarten, sixth and ninth grade, but children should have received the three-dose series of the 
Hepatitis B vaccine before age 19 months regardless of the school grade they are entering.  If the child 
has not received the completed series, completion of the series is required in order to be compliant with 
the Code.  
 
If a child has not received the three-dose Hepatitis B vaccine series prior to entering kindergarten, the 
child should receive the Hepatitis B vaccinations as recommended by Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) Immunization Catch-up schedule. 
 
The wording “No Requirement” in the “First Entry into School” box on the Minimum Immunization 
Requirements chart was misleading.  This error has been corrected on the Fall 2020 chart.  This 
clarification will also be noted in the FAQs provided by the Immunization Section.  Please note that this 
clarification does not require any changes to the ICARE system.    
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Immunization Section by email to 
DPH.Vaccines@illinois.gov or by telephone at 217-785-1455. 
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